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SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAK AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES FREER MOVEMENT 

1. DURING SEPTEMBER 21 CALL ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
SPRINGSTEEN, CZECHOSLOVAK AMBASSADOR SPACIL PRESSED FOR 
SOME ASSURANCES THAT CONCEPT OF FREER MOVEMENT OF PERSONS 
AND IDEAS WOULD NOT IMPINGE ON SOVEREIGNTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
OR OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 

2. SPACIL NOTED THAT GOC WAS IN FAVOR OF INCREASED 
COOPERATION AND EXCHANGES BUT THESE WOULD HAVE TO CONFORM 
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TO "OUR OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS." HE SAID THAT 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


THE WESTERN PRESS GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE FREER 
MOVEMENT ISSUE WAS TO BE USED TO IMPOSE WESTERN VIEWS ON 
SOCIALIST STATES. SPACIL ASSERTED THAT CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
COULD MAKE SOME "ADIUSTMENTS " IN ITS INTERNAL REGULATIONS 
TO ACCOMMODATE INCREASED EXCHANGES BUT IT COULD MAKE NO 
CHANGES WHICH WOULD RUN COUNTER TO, OR INVOLVE ABANDONMENT 
OF, CZECHOSLOVAK POLITICAL SYSTEM. UNDER THESE CIRCUM- 
STANCES, SPACIL SAID GOC WANTED TO KNOW HOW US INTENDED TO 
RECONCILE NEED TO MAINTAIN EACH COUNTRY'S SOVEREIGHTY WITH 
CONCEPT OF FREER MOVEMENT. 

3. SPRINGSTEEN ASSERTED THAT IT WAS NOT OUR INTENTION TO 
INTERFERE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANY STATE. BUT CERTAIN 
IMPROVEMENTS CAN BE MADE WITHOUT SUCH INTERFERENCE. IN 
DIVIDED FAMILIES ISSUE, FOR EXAMPLE, WE FEEL THAT DOING 
AWAY WITH ARBITRARY DELAYS AND OBSTACLES IN REJOINING OF 
CLOSE RELATIVES WOULD NOT INVOLVE INTERFERENCE WITH 
INTERNAL LAWS OF ANY COUNTRY. SPACIL OBSERVED THAT EXIT 
VISA PROBLEM IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA WAS RELATED TO SHORTAGE 
OF DOLLARS AND OTHER CURRENCIES. THE GOC DID NOT HAVE 
ENOUGH FOREIGN CURRENCIES TO PERMIT TOURISTS TO TRAVEL 
TO THE WEST AT WILL. SPRINGSTEEN NOTED THAT OTHER STATES 
AT VARIOUS TIMES HAD IMPOSED RESTRICTIONS ON AMOUNTS OF 
FOREIGN CURRENCIES ITS TOURISTS COULD TAKE ABROAD, BUT 
THESE RESTRICTIONS DID NOT MEAN THAT SOME WOULD-BE TOURISTS 
WERE NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 

4. SPACIL CONCLUDED DISCUSSION ON FREER MOVEMENT BY SAYING 
THAT DURING CSCE DEBATE ON THIRD BASKET, QUESTION OF 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
AS AN "IMPORTANT FACTOR". ONLY IF THIS IS THE CASE, WOULD 
CONSENSUS BE POSSIBLE ON THIS AGENDA ITEM. 

5. SPACIL ASKED FOR US POSITION ON CZECHOSLOVAK PROPOSAL 
THAT CSCE SET UP PERMANENT ADVISOR COMMITTEE. SPRINGSTEEN 
REPLIED THAT OUR VIEWS ON THIS MATTER HAD NOT CHANGED; 

WE FELT IT WAS PREMATURE AT THIS POINT TO TAKE A FIRM 
STAND FOR OR AGAINST SUCH POS-CSCE MACHINERY. SUCH 
MACHINERY WOULD HAVE TO SERVE A DEFINITE NEED, AND IT 
HAS NOT YET BEEN DEMONSTRATED THAT THIS NEED EXITS. 
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WE ARE PREPARED IN ANY CASE, TO TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS 
ISSUE AT A LATER JUNCTURE. RUSH 
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